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habit of intelligent observation and clear and accurate expression, and 
you have some idea of what the book becomes under her treatment. 
There is a suggestion of something humane, something kindly and 
sympathetic, infused into the extremely business-like lesson book, cal- 
culated to give the pupil a confident expectation of finding an occasional 
blossom at least in the wilderness, arid though it be, for the most part. 
This infusion of a benign influence is probably due to the insistence of 
the author that the primary object of nursing is to serve and help the 
sick. The sentimental side of the question is not touched upon, however ; 
indeed one might say that ethics have supplanted sentiment. 

It it rather a pleasant picture, on the whole, of a nurse's duties, 
the safe precinct of the hospital ward, the watchful eye of a superior 
officer who decides all vexing problems, the dependent patients to whom 
the junior is so important a personage, the daily and hourly wooing of 
those shy spirits — Order, System, Theory and Practice — who are to be 
conquered and made the faithful servants of the would-be nurse. There 
is every encouragement too to the would-be probationer — that with effort 
and purpose she can attain to the goal, even though she lacks graces or 
the higher education that some of her fellows start with. There is 
indeed no royal road to learning to be a nurse according to Miss Melsaac, 
but there is a very good pike whereon many find it no great difficulty 
to travel to their journey's end. 



The American Pocket Medical Dictionary. The New Fifth Edi- 
tion Keyised. Edited by W. A. Newman Dorland, M.D., editor of 
"The American Illustrated Medical Dictionary." 32 mo. of 574 
pages. W. B. Saunders Co., Philadelphia. $1.25 net. 

The American Pocket Medical Dictionary is out again in its fine 
red and gold binding like some perennial poppy which yearly blooms in 
the identical glories of last year. The American Pocket Medical Dic- 
tionary, however, unlike the poppy, grows finer each year. It shows 
no tendency to degenerate with age. The new edition brings new words 
with their definitions, making an increased value for our old friend and 
keeping abreast of the times. 



